The scope of guidelines to prevent healthcare-associated infections.
As care is increasingly delivered in the community rather than acute settings, there has been concern that this might be accompanied by a rise in healthcare-associated infection. Consequently, the National Institute for Clinical Excellence (NICE) has commissioned a set of infection prevention guidelines for healthcare workers in community and primary care. The guideline developers were anxious to concentrate this guidance on the areas of most concern to practitioners, particularly in relation to devices. This article describes how a survey and focus groups were employed to identify the areas for guideline development, namely standard principles, long-term indwelling urinary catheters, enteral feeds and central intravascular devices.